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D4R7 Project of Bratislava Bypass Revealed Most
Extensive Archaeological Discovery of Past Decades

June 26, 2017, Bratislava:

During the archaeological survey, which is being conducted due to the preparatory
works connected with construction of the Bratislava bypass D4R7, one of the largest
archaeological sites in Slovakia was discovered in one part of the future D4 highway
located in the Bratislava borough of Podunajské Biskupice. The size and value of
the Avarian archaeological site dating back to the period of the 8th century is a
candidate for the „Archaeological Discovery of the Year 2017“ and is the most
extensive archaeological discovery from the period of the AVARIAN EMPIRE,
found in Slovakia over the past 40 years.

Five months of the detailed archaeological survey in the given locality exceeded the initial
expectations of the experts and revealed the precious graveyard from the period of
the AVARIAN EMPIRE, dating back to the 8th century AD. The archaeologists
revealed more than 460 graveyards containing valuable findings. The body remains
and presents found in the graveyards allowed for learning about the social status of
members of the then community. The extraordinary members of the community were
buried in wooden, pole-structured chambers. The graves of rich men contained the
decorated copper belt buckles, depicting mainly mythological animals. The graves of
women revealed beautiful Avarian jewelry. In almost each grave, there was also a jar
found - a gift for the post-mortem life. The decorative design of the jars depicted the
typical Slavic elements – signs of assimilation of both cultures. Among the most
significant findings of the uncovered graveyard are the rich rider's graves
containing a lot of copper objects, out of which many were silvered.
Dr. Milan Horňák, Head of the survey, is adding: „Such finding happens once in a lifetime
and that is the real archaeology. Over the past 80 years, there was no more extensive
and more extraordinary finding from the given period in the area of Bratislava.“

The coin from the period of Charles the Great ranks among the most precious
findings. The subjected coin dates back to years 771-793 and is considered rare in
the area of Europe. Up to that finding, there were only 14 of such found coins known
worldwide, but all of them were part of the existing collections. Therefore, the coin from the
Avarian graveyard located in the area of Podunajské Biskupice is the 15th coin from the
subjected period and, however, it remains the only coin discovered within the
archaeological excavations.
Financing of the archaeological survey of the localities in the route of the future highway
bypass D4R7 is conducted by the concessionaire of the project, the company Zero
Bypass Ltd. The press office of Zero Bypass Ltd. provides their further comments: „We
are pleased that due to construction of the Bratislava bypass D4R7 and the
archaeological works, which were are directly financing in this context, there is
such an exceptional discovery of the Slovakia-wide relevance. Our explicit interest
is to do a detailed examination of the historical findings and to preserve them for
the next generations. We and the contractor of the construction project – company
D4R7 Construction s.r.o., will provide all necessary collaboration in order to
achieve it.“

Denarius CAROLUS MEDOLVS
produced in the mint of the city of Melle, Germany (Latin name: Metallum, years 771-793/4)

Dr. Milan Horňák, Head of the survey conducted by the company VIA MAGNA, is adding
his further comments: „ After completion of the archeological works, all findings will be
stored in the Archaeological Museum of the Slovak National Museum in Bratislava, where
they will be (after their subsequent processing) put on display for the general public by
means of a large exhibition.“
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